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METHODS
• N = 278 Illinois State University students 
(Mage = 21 , SD = 2.1, 79.5% female) 
completed a survey asking them to read 
6 vignettes, 3 depicting schizophrenia 
and 3 depicting substance use, and rate 
the degree of likelihood that the 
individual had a mental illness, their 
perceptions of attributes for each, and 
desired social distance from the vignette 
character.
• At the end of the six vignettes, 
participants were asked to complete the 
Beliefs Toward Mental Illness Scale 
which measured perceptions of 
dangerousness among individuals with 
mental illness.
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INTRODUCTION
• An overwhelming percentage of the 
public still believes that individuals with 
mental illness are dangerous. 
• Negative public perception of individuals 
with mental illness has increased since 
1950, and public perception can differ 
based on the mental illness.
• Perceived attributes of unpredictability 
and aggression among individuals with 
mental illness have shown to increase 
public desire for social distance, asylum 
placement, and withholding employment. 
AIM
• This study aimed to investigate 
relationships between perceptions of 
mental illness, ascribed attributes of 
individuals with mental illness, and 
perceived dangerousness.
• This study also aimed to measure the 
relationship between dangerousness, 
unpredictability, and aggressiveness for 
Schizophrenia and Substance Use.
EXAMPLE VIGNETTES
RESULTS
Research Question: Can individuals accurately determine if an individual is 
suffering from a mental illness?
Research Question: What are the relationships between the perceptions of 
dangerousness, unpredictability, and aggressiveness for Schizophrenia and 
Substance Use? 
DISCUSSION
• Results indicate that participants were 
likely to agree that a vignette character 
was suffering from a mental illness. 
Further, participants rated vignette 
characters depicting schizophrenia 
symptoms as more likely to be suffering 
from a mental illness than vignette 
characters depicting substance use 
disorder.
• There were moderate relationships 
between dangerousness, unpredictability, 
and aggressiveness. 
• Future directions of this study include 
investigating whether perceived 
unpredictability and aggressiveness 





• Personal Attributes Measure 
(Angermeyer & Matschinger, 2003)
• Beliefs Toward Mental Illness Scale 
(BMI) (Hirai & Clum, 2000)
